
ST V 4119 Political Utopias  

Lecture plan  –   Fall 2009   

Time 10.15 – 12.00 Place: ESH 847 

Teacher: Werner Christie Mathisen 

 

Lecture 1, 10.11: Introduction to the course and Utopia. 
Required: Kumar (1991); Sargisson (1996) 
Recommended: Kumar (1987) 

 

Lecture 2, 13.11: Generally about utopias and their importance for politics and political 

science.  
Required: Baccolini, Raffaella and Moylan (2003); Jameson (2005); Levitas (2001) 
Recommended: Mathisen (2006); Saage (1997); Waschkuhn (2003) 

 

Lecture 3, 17.11: Thomas More and William Morris 

Required: More (1516); Morris (1890) 
Recommended: Ackroyd (1998); Herz (1999) 
 

Lecture 4, 20.11: The dangers of utopianism and Robert Nozick. Guest lecturer: Dag Einar 
Thorsen. 
Required: Davis (2001); Nozick (1974). 

 
Lecture 5, 24.11: Brave new World. 

Required: Huxley (1932) 
Recommended: Huxley (1965); Mathisen (2001) 
 

Lecture 6, 27.11: Feminist utopianism : Piercy. Guest lecturer: Virginia Griffiths.  
Required: Moylan (1986); Piercy (1976) 

Recommended: Griffiths (2005) 
 
Lecture 7, 01.12: Green utopianism: Callenbach and Le Guin.  

Required: Callenbach (1975); de Geus (1999); Le Guin (1974); Mathisen (2001); Mathisen 
(2006) 

Recommended: Callenbach (1981);  
 
Seminar 04.12: Discussions of essays.  

 
Seminar 08.12: Discussions of essays. 

 
Seminar 11.12: Discussions of essays. 
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Society.”  P. 25-43 in Goodwin, Barbara (ed.) The Philosophy of Utopia. London: Frank 

Cass.         19 p. 
 

Mathisen, Werner Christie (2001): ”The Underestimation of Politics in Green Utopias: The 
Description of Politics in Huxley's Island, Le Guin's The Dispossessed, and Callenbach's 
Ecotopia.” Utopian Studies 12: 56-78.     23p. 
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